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INFORMAL Q&A SESSIONS
For upcoming Q&A sessions or a complete list of

primary care physicians near you, visit usfamilyhealth.org

A great TRICARE choice for military families

You were there for us.  We’re here for you—

and always will be. Changes may be happening

in some healthcare plans, but not ours. 

At US Family Health Plan, caring for military

families and military retirees is all we do. You

get the full TRICARE Prime benefit—at low

cost or no cost. We have a great provider

network with over a thousand local civilian

doctors to choose from. Our outstanding

care and service has made us the highest-

rated military health plan in the country—

and you can switch to us anytime! For more

information, call 1-888-815-5510.

Hospitals

Primary Care Physicians=

US Family Health Plan 
RI Provider Network

=

We have a HUGE network
of local civilian doctors. 
So you can be very choosy!

We
salute

you.

Madcap comedy a
marvel in Matunuck
THEATER REVIEW
‘THE DROWSY 
CHAPERONE’
Music & lyrics by Lisa Lambert
& Greg Morrison; book by Bob
Martin & Don McKellar

Through Sept. 4

Theatre By The Sea, 364
Cards Pond Road, Matunuck

BY DAVE CHRISTNER

Don’t let anyone tell you
that “they don’t write Broad-
way musicals like they used
to.” It just isn’t so. “The
Drowsy Chaperone,” now
playing at Theatre By The
Sea, is a nostalgic throwback
to a time when men were men,
damsels were in a position to
put men in distress, gangsters
were chefs? (yes, chefs), avia-
tors flew into scenes from out
of nowhere, and villains were
so humorously inept they
were loveable.

Musical comedy in the days
of Cole Porter, Irving Berlin,
Richard Rodgers and Lorenz
Hart, and the Gershwin broth-
ers presented romance as a
parody. The genius of Bob
Martin and Don McKellar’s
“Drowsy Chaperone” is that it
takes parody a step further,
lampooning parody itself; and
it does so with the class, style,
and skill that we’ve come to
expect from the Ocean State’s,
and perhaps New England’s,
finest venue for musical the-
ater. 

It all starts with a plot
about as convoluted as a piece
of deficit reduction legisla-
tion; there’s something in it
for everyone: lust, villainy,
love (lost and found), seduc-
tion, mistaken identity and
enough comic routines right
out of vaudeville to tickle
everybody’s funny bone,
young and old alike. Lisa
Lambert and Greg Morri-
son’s music and lyrics are
right at home alongside the
legendary composers already
alluded to, and Michael O’S-
teen’s direction and choreog-
raphy make the show so full
of belly laughs and foot-tap-
ping songs that you’ll want to

see it again and again. 
Lennie Watts as the Man in

Chair narrates the story, remi-
niscing about the glory days of
the Broadway musical and
playing an old LP record to
take us back in time to his
favorite show: “The Drowsy
Chaperone.” As the record
plays, the musical comes alive
in his apartment. Watts’ is the
ideal narrator; the matter-of-
fact, friendly delivery of his
monologues immediately
draws us into the story as it
unfolds layer by layer, song by
song, and joke by joke. 

The story begins at the
estate of Mrs. Tottendale
(Phyllis Lynn), who aided by
her underling (Mark L. Col-
benson), is hosting a wedding
for Broadway star Janet Van
De Graaff (Erin West). Janet
is impulsively leaving the
stage to marry Robert Martin
(Sean Montgomery), a man
with whom she fell in love on
a cruise. Their union doesn’t
sit well with the gangster
investors of Janet’s currently
running hit; two thugs (James
Wells and Derek Johnson) pos-
ing as chefs are pressuring the
show’s producer, Feldzieg
(Ron Sarro) to stop the wed-
ding or “suffer the conse-
quences.” Felzieg’s classic
“dumb blonde” mistress, Kitty
(Arielle Kook), is pressuring
the harried producer to let
Janet marry, so she can
assume Janet’s role on Broad-
way. Only thing is, outside the
boudoir, Kitty has no talent.
Add to this mix a swarthy
European seducer, Aldolpho
(Tony Castellanos) and an
alcoholic chaperone (Happy
McPartlin) and you have all
the ingredients for a screwball
comedy of epic proportions. 

West, Montgomery, Lynn,
Colbenson, Sarro and Kook
take madcap comedy to new
heights. West has the voice of
an angel and Montgomery is
as nimble afoot as Fred
Astaire. McPartlin, whose
voice is as agile as a maestro’s
baton, is extraordinary. Her
seduction scene and duet with
Aldolpho is a show stopper.

arts

CONTINUED on Page 16
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GALLERIES
Anchor Bend Glassworks, 16
Franklin St., Newport. (401) 849-
0698. www.anchorbendglass.com.
Through 9-5: “Art on Fire.” Open
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun., 11
a.m.-5 p.m.

Arnold Art, 210 Thames St.,
Newport. (401) 847-2273.
www.arnoldart.com. Through 9-5:
Rare print editions by John Mecray.
Open Mon.-Sat., 9:30 a.m.-5:30
p.m., Sun., noon-5 p.m.

Artist’s Cooperative Gallery of
Westerly, 7 Canal St., Westerly. (401)
596-2221. www.westerlyarts.com.
Sat., 9-1 through 9-24: “Black,
White, and Shades of Gray,” featuring
artists Robin Halpren-Ruder and
Charles Liguori. Opening reception
Wed., 9-7, 5-8 p.m. Open Tues.-Sat.,
10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Art on the Wharf, 33 Banister’s
Wharf, Newport. (401) 845-6858.
www.artonthewharf.com. Through 8-
31: “Boats That Work,” 11th annual
Summer Art Exhibition. Open daily,
noon.-6 p.m.

AS220 Project Space, 93
Mathewson St.,Providence. (401)
831-9327. www.as220.org. 9-3
through 9-24: “Hera exhibition at
AS220,” featuring work by Hera
Gallery members. Opening reception
Sun., 9-11, 4-7 p.m.

Bank RI Gallery, 1140 Ten Rod Road,
North Kingstown. (401) 456-5015.
www.bankri.com. Through 10-5:
“Ninigret Art Guild,” watercolor exhi-
bition. Open Mon.-Thurs., 9 a.m.-5
p.m., Fri., 9 a.m.-7 p.m., Sat., 9
a.m.-1 p.m.

Bill Krul Gallery, 142 Boon St.,
Narragansett. (401) 782-1715.
www.billkrulgallery.com. Opening
receptions for September exhibits:
Sun., 9-4, 5-8 p.m., “Ireland to
Rhode Island,” oil paintings by Carol
Levin; Mon., 9-5, 5-8 p.m., “ The
other side of our world…A photo-
graphic journey inside cold war
Afghanistan,” photographs by Bruce
Richardson. Open daily, 10 a.m.-10
p.m.

Cadeaux du Monde, 26 Mary St.,
Newport. (401) 848-0550.
www.cadeauxdumonde.com. Through
9-6: “Mexican Folk Art.” Open daily,
10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Charlestown Gallery, 5000 South
County Trail, Charlestown. (401)
364-0120. Through 9-5: “Farm &
Table,” paintings by Shawn Kenney
honoring life’s sustenance. Open
daily, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Courthouse Center For the Arts,
3481 Kingstown Road, West
Kingston. (401) 782-1018.
www.courthousearts.org. Through 9-
11: South County Tourism Photo

Show. Open Mon.-Fri., 9:30 a.m.-
4:30 p.m., Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

DeBlois Gallery, 138 Bellevue Ave.,
Newport. (401) 847-9977.
www.debloisgallery.com. 9-3 through
9-25: “Recent Works,” featuring
sculpture by Kathleen Armor, oils by
Jonathan Small, and encauctics by
Felicia Touhey. Opening reception,
Sat., 9-3, 5-7 p.m. Gallery Night,
Thurs., 9-8, 5-8 p.m. Open Tues.-
Sun., noon-5 p.m.

Donovan Gallery, 3895 Main Road,
Tiverton. (401) 624-4000.
www.donovangallery.com. Through
9-18: “Summer Light.” Open Mon.-
Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.noon-5 p.m.

Four Corners Arts Center, 3850
Main Road, Tiverton. (401) 624-
2600. www.fourcornersarts.org.
Through 9-4: “2011 Outdoor
Sculpture Exhibit,” this year’s theme:
“upcycling and repurposing,” curated
by Alma Carrillo & Drake Patton of
the Steel Yard in Providence. Open
daylight hours. Visiting Artists
Gallery, 3848 Main Road, Tiverton
Four Corners. (401) 624-2600. Open
daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Gallery Eleven Fine Art, 11 State St.,
Bristol. (401) 396-9311.
www.galleryelevenfineart.com. 9-1
through 10-31, “Passages,” artists
portray their own vision on the
theme. Reception to meet the artists,
Sat., 9-3, 5-7 p.m. Open Tues.-Sun.,
noon-5 p.m.

Gallery 4, 3848 Main Road, Tiverton
Four Corners. (401) 816-0999.
www.gallery4tiverton.com. Through
9-25: Harry Nadler 1930-1990
“Geometric Abstraction.” Open
Mon.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

Hera Gallery, 327 Main St.,
Wakefield. (401) 789-1488.
www.heragallery.org. Through 9-24:
Photographs by Alexandra Broches
and sculpture by Michael Yefko. Open
Wed.-Fri., 1-5 p.m., Sat., 10 a.m.-4
p.m. or by appointment.

Hope Gallery, 435 Hope St., Bristol.
(401) 396-9117. www.hopegalleryfin-
eartfinecraft.com. Sat., 9-3 through
10-28: “Kaleidescope of Colors,” fea-
turing works by Martha Wakefield
and oil paintings by Mike Bryce.
Opening reception, Sat., 9-3, 4-8
p.m., refreshments. Open Wed.-
Sun., noon-6 p.m.

IMAGO Gallery, 36 Market St.,
Warren. (401) 245-3348. Through 9-
18: Photographs by Charles Francis
and paintings by Susan Stephenson.
Open Thurs., 4-8 p.m., Fri.-Sat.,
noon-8 p.m., Sun., noon-4 p.m.

J.C. Potter Casino, Slater Memorial
Park, Armistice Boulevard,
Providence. (401) 726-1876.
www.riws.org. Through 9-15: “Artists
Choice,” the Rhode Island Watercolor
Society’s all two-dimensional media
open juried competition. Open Tues.-
Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Sun., 1-5 p.m.

CONTINUED on Page 17

And never was there ever a
more comical seducer than
Castellanos whose gift for
comedy is apparent in every
look, gesture, and vocal into-
nation. If laughter is, as they
say, the best medicine, then
Castellanos could be a physi-
cian. 

The shows in the

Matunuck barn just keep get-
ting better; I knew very little
about “The Drowsy Chaper-
one” and I certainly didn’t
think anything could top The-
ater By The Sea’s just com-
pleted run of “Hairspray,”
but on a purely entertain-
ment level, this show is supe-
rior. While lacking Hair-
spray’s social conscience,
“The Drowsy Chaperone”

does what musical comedy
does best; it provides a tempo-
rary escape from the mun-
dane into a dazzling world of
glamour and fantasy where
everybody gets what they
want. To experience the joy of
musical theater in all its nos-
talgic splendor, “The Drowsy
Chaperone” is the show to
see.

Dave Christner is a South
County playwright and novel-
ist.

Performances are
Tues. through Fri., 8
p.m., Thurs. 2 p.m.,

Sat. 4:30 & 8:30 p.m. and
Sun. 5 p.m. Tickets $39-$54.
(401) 782-8587. 
www.theatrebythesea.com.
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‘Chaperone’ is musical comedy at its best
CONTINUED from Page 14 


