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SPOTLIGHT ON

He just loves
to build scenery

By Patricia Ann Chaffee
Press Writer

WAKEFIELD — Theater performance
interested Tim Cashman, not as an
actor but as someone who appreciated
performing arts. He became involved
way back when his youngest son was
in second or third grade, helping make
props.

His prop making grew into scenery
and with all three of his children now
in college he’s got a few years of set
building behind him and is still going
strong.

He had attended performances by
The Contemporary Theater Company in
years past and last year decided he
might have something more to offer
the company behind the scenes, rather
than from a front row seat. He helped
out assembling and operating a rotat-
ing set for The Gift of the Magi in
December, and in November he
worked on Alice’s Adventures in Won-
derland, a collaborative effort with
Gear Productions. Cashman was most
recently involved with CTC for its per-
formances of Red Herring during the
Wakefield Arts Festival.

“He is a submarine builder by day
and a theater god by night,” said CTC
business manager Chris Barrett. “He
helped us construct the set under the
stage and hauled around numerous
stage platforms. After the run, he
stayed and helped clean up and let us
borrow a host of specialized construc-
tion tools.”

His work with Gear Productions
goes back to when his kids were still
in school and they were involved in
theater, usually working on lighting or
props. Even his wife Anne has become
skilled at prop gathering. Gear Produc-
tions creates performances with huge
casts in schools that create an oppor-
tunity for anyone who wants to have a
role. Gear also does “all abilities” per-
formances partnering with places like
the LaPlante Center in Wakefield, mak-
ing a place in the performing arts,
even for those with special needs.

Cashman grew up in Cumberland
and came to South Kingstown so that
he could take classes at University of
Rhode Island. He arrived in 1973 and
never left. He is a ship fitter at Electric
Boat in Quonset Point but uses his
gifts to transform materials into the
background and foundation of theater
productions. He admits it takes a little
something special to visualize what is
being asked for, and to take requests
from directors. He thinks he’s pretty
good at that.

He looks forward to helping Gear
Productions during this school year
when they do another “all abilities”
performance like a cabaret with folks
at the LaPlante Center and again when
they bring Hydroscope to Wakefield
Elementary School in the spring. He’ll
be on hand for both.

When he isn’t building theater sets
and ships, he is active with the Boy
Scouts of Troop 1 Wakefield. He has
been involved with scouts for 15 years
and has served as Scoutmaster in the
past.

‘Drowsy Chaperone’ a fun romp

Morgan A. Turano
Special to the Press

MATUNUCK - Parody musical
“The Drowsy Chaperone” has
brought one man’s love of early
musicals to Theatre By the Sea.
The audience watches as The Man
in the Chair

plays his .
record of the Review
musical “The

Drowsy Chap-

erone”, all while he provides expo-
sition on the actors playing the
parts on the record, life and musi-
cal theatre in general, and experi-
ences various “technical difficul-
ties.”

Lennie Watts as The Man in the
Chair, brings the audience into the
world of a true musical theatre
lover, where his favorite musicals

See Drowsy, Page 2
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Ryan Cooney loves helping others with mu3|c

By Patricia Ann Chaffee
Press Writer

PEACE DALE — Ryan Cooney will
be entertaining folks at the Peace
Dale Library at 1057 Kingstown
Road on Monday, Aug. 29 at 6:30 p.m.

With a repertoire of American folk
songs and sing-a-longs, this
singer/songwriter/guitarist hopes to
inspire people with his music.
S'mores and lemonade will be served
and the free concert is sponsored by
the Friends of Peace Dale Library.

Cooney has been making music
since he sat at a piano keyboard at
five years old. He grew up in South
Kingstown and graduated from the
Providence Country Day School
before attending the University of
Rhode Island, where he studied phi-
losophy.

He went on to become a musician in
two different rock bands including
Bridges Fell and a New York City
band, opening for national acts. He
recorded some albums and felt a call

PELLONI FARM

to return home.

He wanted to play music, which
has become acoustic guitar and
banjo, and he wanted to help people
through music. Specifically he want-
ed to use music to work with people
with developmental disabilities. He
found a job as a treatment teacher at
The Groden Center in Coventry, a
school for kids with disabilities
including many with autism, who
may be non-verbal. He plays music in
the classrooms and the kids love it.

“Songwriting helps me make sense
of my life,” says Cooney. “It helps me
better understand what'’s going on in
my life, how | feel and | get to con-
nect with others. It's a shared experi-
ence. It's for my mental, emotional
and spiritual health.”

Cooney is a member of the Rhode
Island Songwriters Association and
he performed a concert for children
recently at the East Greenwich
Library.

For more information
www.skpl.org/peacedale.

visit

Ryan Cooney

ASHAWAY’S BEST KEPT SECRET

By Patricia Ann Chaffee
Press Writer

ASHAWAY — Tucked away in the
woods off Ashaway Road is the vil-
lage's best-kept secret — Pelloni
Farm.

Donna and Anthony Pelloni pur-
chased the 96-acre parcel in 1984
after growing up on their own fam-
ily farms in Wallingford and North-
ford, Conn. They fell in love with
Rhode Island when their children
were small and they visited on
weekends, and chose to settle in
Ashaway.

Although they grow many tradi-
tional vegetables found on any
country farm stand, they have a
real interest in varieties that are a
bit exotic, like the beautiful Italian
rose eggplant, white eggplant,
golden zucchini and white toma-
toes.

People visit with a curiosity for
what odd veggies they might find.
They also visit for the aromas com-
ing from a small commercial
kitchen right in the barn.

About five years ago, when their
son Thomas was about to graduate
from the culinary arts program at
Chariho Technical School, they
decided to make the farm a family
affair. Tom had won a Skills USA
baking award in school and wanted
to be a baker full time. Anthony

built a fabulous barn that serves as their store with a kitchen
built for Thomas and his mom. They are open almost year
round, closing in January and part of February. Thomas is the
youngest of five but the rest of the family all help. Prior to
building the barn, they attended Swamp Yankee Days and the

Colonial Craft Fair.

“My wife has always been an avid baker,” says Anthony. “And
people come from all over for our jams. We do a great business

during the holidays.”

Pelloni Farm jams come in a plethora of flavors as Donna con-

PATRICIA ANN CHAFFEE / The Press

The Pelloni family includes, from left, Anthony, Donna and Thomas. The operate the Pelloni Farm at 56 Ashaway Road
in Ashaway.

“Yep, if you go to the Ocean House and have jam, it's ours,”
says Anthony, adding that they also make up gift baskets. Berry
Patch is the most popular flavor jam.

Years ago before they had the farm they picked wild berries to
make jam. So it seemed like a good idea for their farm to grow

mostly berries, to keep their kitchen flowing with traditional

and exotic berries that ultimately become jam and baked goods.
They grow blueberries, strawberries, blackberries, yellow rasp-

berries, boysenberries to name a few, and many varieties of

each.

tinues to experiment with new combinations and they are
served at the Ocean House in Watch Hill.

Lennie Watts, standing at right, |mag|nes a scene from his favorite musical in which Erin
West, center, as Janet Van De Graaff, explains to the press, from left, Nathan Chang, Nicole
Calabrese, Amanda Kouri and Mike Baskowski, why she is giving up the stage.

Where

See Secret, Page 2

How well do you know your town?
The Press will run weekly photos
taken in your town. If you have a

guess as to where it was taken call

The Press at 348-1000, ext. 363

and leave a message. Callers who
correctly identify the location will
have their names printed in next

week’s paper.

QS It?
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