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“FAME — The Musical” is
Encore Repertory
Company’s summer stock
production, on stage
Friday and Saturday at
7:30 p.m., Sunday at 2
p.m., at the Stadium
Theatre Performing Arts
Centre, 28 Monument
Square, Woonsocket. The
show is based on the
1980 musical film “Fame”
but has an almost entirely
different score and
follows students during
the final four years of New
York City’s High School
for the Performing Arts.
Admission is $19, and
tickets are available at the
box office, by telephone
at (401) 762-4545, or
online at
www.stadiumtheatre.com.

KINGS ROW performs a
free “Oldies” concert on
Saturday at 6 p.m. at
Manville Park, Sayles Hill
Road, Lincoln. The
concert is part of a day of
activities celebrating the
renovations at the park,
including new baseball
and soccer fields, a
playground, walking trails
and concession stands. A
dedication ceremony at
10 a.m. is followed by
children’s activities, a car
show, magic show, and
music.

GALLERY NIGHT
Providence means
galleries throughout the
city are open from 5 to 9
p.m. for free. Ride the  Art
Bus and visit on your own
or take one of the 5:30
p.m. Celebrity Guided
Tours that leave from
headquarters, One
Regency Plaza,
Providence: Steven
Pennell, founder of Urban
Arts and Culture, and
Frank Toti, playwright,
director and actor explain
“How to Look at Art”;
clothing designer Marilyn
Salvatore leads another
tour; and artist/collector
Robin Hapren-Ruder and
art collector Beth Rabin
lead a “collectors” tour.
Call (401) 490-2042 or
visit
www.gallerynight.info.

THE CALL

WARREN — School doesn’t start for a
couple weeks, but vocal class is in session at
2nd Story Theatre where Terrence McNally’s
“Master Class” is on stage.

The play is based on a series of master
classes given by opera singer Maria Callas at
the Juilliard School of Music in New York in
1971 and 1972.

While the action on stage focuses on the
art of singing, the story delves into the per-
sonalities of teacher and students, two sopra-
nos and a tenor.

Callas (1923–77) is regarded as the great-
est dramatic soprano of her generation — and
one of the most controversial. Her tempestu-
ousness was well known, but that didn’t keep
her from being adored by her fans.

She was the subject of media attention far
outside the world of opera, particularly
involving her  life with the wealthy Greek
shipowner Aristotle Onassis — until 1968
when Onassis married Jacqueline Kennedy.

McNally, an avowed Callas fan, writes of
her off-stage life and both her egotistical and
vulnerable sides, but also pays tribute to
Callas the star. 

Ed Shea, 2nd Story’s artistic director,
directs this production, with Gloria Crist as
Maria Callas and Bob Colonna as Aristotle

Onassis.
Performances are under way through Sept. 3

at 2nd Story Theatre, 28 Market St. Curtain is
7 p.m. on Wednesdays, 8 p.m., Thursdays
through Saturdays, with a Sunday matinee on
Aug. 28 at 3 p.m. 

Tickets are $27 at the box office, by calling
(401) 247-4200, or e-mailing
boxoffice@2ndStoryTheatre.com. Tickets for
people  under 21 are $20.

‘Master Class’ is in session 
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Jacqueline Pina, left, plays an aspiring
soprano, and Gloria Crist is Maria Callas
in ‘Master Class.’ at 2nd Story Theatre. 

A favorite returns to TBTS 
to be the Man in Chair 

SOUTH KINGSTOWN —
There is a little magic and a
lot of music as Theatre By
The Sea presents the five-
time Tony Award-winning
musical “The Drowsy
Chaperone.” 

This show-within-a-show
musical comedy begins when
a die-hard musical fan —
known only as The Man in
Chair — decides to play his
favorite cast album, a 1928
smash hit called “The
Drowsy Chaperone,” and the
show magically comes to life
right in his apartment. 

The Man and the audience
become immersed in the
uproarious wedding day with
a Broadway bride, a celebrity
groom, a pair of gangsters,
mistaken identities — and of
course a “drowsy” chaperone. 

The Man is enthralled in
watching the show unfold,
but he can’t help but com-

ment on it, and these asides
take audiences in and out of
the fantasy.

The play is an homage to
American musicals of the
Jazz Age, and anyone who
knows as much about musi-

cal theater as The Man in
Chair will pick up on some
references.

Ocean State Theatre
Company, the not-for-profit
producing entity at the
Theatre By The Sea, wel-
comes back TBTS audience
favorite Lennie Watts as The
Man in Chair. 

Watts was a regular per-
former at the theater and at
its post-show cabaret, but his
last appearance was 11 years
ago, as Nicely Nicely
Johnson in “Guys and
Dolls.” 

He is joined by New York
actress Happy McPartlin,
who gets the title role of The
Drowsy Chaperone. 

Broadway performer and
veteran director and choreog-
rapher Michael O’Steen
makes his directorial and
choreographic debut at

Lennie Watts 

See DROWSY, Page D-2

Next weekend, Aug 26-28,
the Sidebar Bistro, Dorrance
and Pine streets, Providence,
will venture into a new enter-
prise, a Providence Music
Festival, slated to be held
around the outside of the
club, protected by a large tent
if it rains.

The Friday opening has
groups not well known in the Providence
area, The Ravens and Love and Stockholm.

But on Saturday name recognition begins
when two very established singers,
Providence’s own Shawnn Monteiro, who
has travelled internationally, and Boston’s
established blues singer Toni-Lynn
Washington take the stage. Also the group

Brother-to-Brother performs.
The major act on Sunday

is Roomful of Blues.
On Labor Day weekend,

the major Tanglewood Jazz
Festival, Boston Symphony’s
major popular music event,
will be held on the grounds
of the orchestra’s beautiful
area in Lenox, Mass. 

The reputations of the artists have dimin-
ished from previous years, but an effort has
been made to create an enjoyable event,
though perhaps on a smaller budget.

As in Providence, the opening night,
Friday, Sept 2, does not start with a major

Jazz festivals start low key,
finish with a crescendo

John
Worsley

... On
Jazz

WOONSOCKET — They call themselves the
Licorice Sticks —which might be a reference to the
instruments they play, clarinets — and they will be
in town on Sunday at 4 p.m. for “A Very Classy-cal
Summer Concert” at St. Ann Arts and Cultural
Center, 84 Cumberland St.

This will be the debut performance for the new
quintet, with members Emerson Brown, Jennifer
Conti, Jonathan D’Amico, Megan Dionne and
Katie Murray, and the program will feature music
by W. A. Mozart, Farkas Ferenc, Yvonne
Desportes and Alfred Uhl. 

D’Amico and Brown are the founding members
of the ensemble, and when asked about the name,
The Licorice Sticks, D’Amico only explanation was
that it is a “fun name.”

When he and Emerson where in college togeth-
er they played with clarinet ensembles that always
choose serious names like “Quartet Quidam.” 

“I’m still not sure of Quidam’s definition,” says
Jonathan.

After college, D’Amico and Brown played with
various ensembles all across New England. In
2010, they both joined the Rhode Island Wind
Ensemble where they met up with old friends and
formed The Licorice Sticks.  

A ‘Classy-cal’ clarinet quintet
n The Licorice Sticks have 
a good time with their name —
and their music — at St. Ann.
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The look is casual, but the music is classical when the Licorice Sticks play on Sunday at St. Ann
Arts and Cultural Center.See LICORICE, Page D-2

See WORSLEY Page D-2

AT THE PARK

Ronnie and the Satellites bring their signature doo-wop
harmonies to their performance tonight at 6 p.m. in Rose
Laressa Park, East Providence. The members formed the
group when they were teenagers in Pawtucket, and now
that they are back together, they promise they ‘sound
better than ever.’




